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Philly 2018 Reunion a Big Success!
New Officer Elections Held

A

ssociation Shipmates had a great time during
our 21st Reunion in Philadelphia, PA, at the
historic Navy Yard. A few members and their
spouses started off with a baseball game at
Citizen’s Bank Park, the home of the Philadelphia
Phillies, on Tuesday, the night before the official
reunion commenced. The Washington Nationals
were in town. Game attendees had great seats
along the 1st base line and the weather cooperated
for a night of major league baseball.
Arrival
The remaining group of members started arriving
on Wednesday. We had a hotel suite for the Bud
Scott Hospitality Room and for the Silent Auction
display. Attendees were welcomed with
refreshments and a variety of snacks which
included some Philadelphia soft pretzel nuggets.
The association Board of Directors held a brief
meeting Wednesday night to go over the reunion
agenda. Due to Hurricane Florence hitting the East
Coast during our reunion, a number of Shipmates
were not able to make the gathering. They had all
paid in advance but they donated their registration
money to the association. Ed Deats will issue
letters of donation to the members for tax

Part of the reunion gang at Popi’s Italian Restaurant

purposes. The association is registered the IRS as a
non-profit veterans organization and donations are
tax deductible. Updates were given by all officers
and committee chairs.
John Wilder audited the association’s financial
books. John reviewed all entries and approved
them as recorded stating we are in excellent
financial shape!
First Business Meeting
On Thursday morning, the association held it’s first
of two annual business meetings. President Wood
welcomed members and guests. Introductions
were conducted. Tim Gildea (Philly Host) updated
(Continued on Pg. 2)
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all on Reunion activities Bill Paschall updated all on
the Biloxi, MS, reunion in 2019. (6-10 May 2019).
Laurie Crabtree (Spouse Advocate) held a meeting
in a nearby room. The 1st Member’s Business
Meeting was held. Minutes from the 2017
Business Meetings were presented and approved.

highly qualified candidates for the scholarship
program this year. VP Rich Galecki discussed a
potential By-Laws change to the Scholarship
Program that will require a committee to finalize
for next year. Executive Board and Ray Bigelow
and Gary Rollins will assist. President Wood
discussed new Ship’s Store items that he brought
Nominations were taken for the 2021 Reunion:
New Orleans, LA, St. Louis MO, and Austin, TX. Ed to the reunion for sale. Tim Gildea said that we had
the U.S. Navy Memorial Organization onboard to
Deats presented nominations for President (Rich
Galecki and John Wilder), and Vice-President (Dave have shipmates sign-up to tell them our sea stories
and thoughts about naval service while being
Wood and John Wilder). Dave Wood was term
filmed and that sign-up sheets were available.
limited as President this year. Ed Deats ran
unopposed for his third and last term as Secretary/
Treasurer. Volunteers were requested for
Directors-at-Large to join the Executive Board. Ray
Bigelow and John Wilder served the past 2 years in
this capacity. Marc Berlin and Steve Crabtree
volunteered for the positions.

Members and their guests then used the remainder
of the day to take in a brunch or to venture out into
the City of Philadelphia to take advantage of the
historic sights, food and entertainment. There is a
casino on the Delaware Riverfront about 15
minutes from the Navy Yard and several members
went there to try their luck. A lot of Philly
cheesesteaks and pizzas were consumed!
Second Business Meeting

The 2nd Member’s Business Meeting was held on
Thursday morning. Elections were held and Rich
Galecki was elected the new President and Dave
Wood was elected as the new Vice President. For
the first time in the history of the association the
current President and Vice President swapped
positions! Ed Deats will serve his last two years
and will term out in Las Vegas, NV. St. Louis, MO,
was selected as the site of the 2021 reunion with
VP Rich Galecki provided update on the Newsletter Mark Baca and his wife Julie coordinating the
and info to develop a closed group on Facebook.
event. Dale Jones, who came to the reunion, signed
Tim Gildea will take a look into that. There was a
up as a Life Member during the meeting.
discussion to update the Dues Box on website
through PayPal to increase payments for multiple A group of 8 members and guests were looking to
get some dinner on Thursday night and hunger ran
years. (Ed Deats looked into this and made this
rampant through the reunion folks and we wound
possible).
up with 31 people having dinner at Popi’s Italian
Tim Gildea, Scholarship Chair, stated we had three
Restaurant a few minutes from the reunion HQ. We
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21st Reunion

CO in the Spotlight:
Raymond Paul Ilg

(Continued from Page 2)

were the last group they served and they handled
this large amount of diners in fine fashion.

V

ice Admiral Raymond Paul Ilg, USN (Ret.) was
the 4th commanding officer of the USS
NIMITZ. He relieved the late RADM John R.
Batzler, USN (Ret.). He served as the NIMITZ
skipper from 26 February 1982 - 26 September
1984. VADM Ilg is 80 years old and was born on
6/11/1938. Currently, he lives in Bonita, CA. To
many, VADM Ilg is referred to by his middle name
“Paul”. VADM Ilg graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy with the Class of 1960.

Mummers Concert
Prior to our closing banquet, Reunion attendees
were treated to a brief concert in the park near the
hotel by a combo from the Polish-American String
Band, a unit that participates in the annual New
Year’s Mummers Parade in Philadelphia. The
combo played
traditional
minstrel songs,
old time
standards and
polkas. The
Mummers are a
uniquely
Philadelphia
experience.

Prior to his
assuming command
and his eventual
elevation to Flag
Rank, VADM Ilg
served in the Pacific
during the Viet Nam
War. On 3 June
1965, LT Ilg was
piloting an A-4
attack aircraft
assigned to VA-22
off of USS MIDWAY
(CV-41). While
conducting an armed reconnaissance mission in
the “Barrel Roll” area of Laos, LT Ilg was hit over
Route 65, ten miles east of Sam Neua. He ejected
and evaded capture for two days in very hostile
country. He was rescued by an Air America
helicopter.

Annual Banquet
President Wood opened the Reunion Banquet with his
Welcome and opening remarks, the Posting of the
Colors and the Pledge of Allegiance. The Two Bell
Ceremony was conducted by Father Peter Norris, our
Association Chaplain and VP Rich Galecki. Laurie
Crabtree (Spouse Advocate) presented Kathy Gildea
with a bouquet of flowers and thanked her and Tim for
their hard work hosting the reunion. President Wood
introduced our Guest Speaker Captain Francis Spencer,
USN, Commander, NAVSEA Philadelphia Division and
his wife Barbara. A Nimitz Association Plaque was
presented to the Courtyard Marriott Navy Yard hotel
for hosting our reunion. Tim Gildea announced that
Kara Koenig was the winner of this year’s FADM Nimitz
Scholarship and that Ray Bigelow was her sponsor. Our
chaplain, Father Peter Norris conducted the Invocation
(which included the 2-bell ceremony) and dinner
commenced. President Wood closed this year’s reunion
with his final remarks and looked forward to seeing
everyone in Biloxi, MS, next year.

LT Ilg would return to eventually command a
carrier squadron, the USS NIMTZ (CVN-68) and
completed several Flag assignments
before retiring as a Vice Admiral. VADM retired
from the U.S. Navy and has been recently serving
as a senior executive for an information, cyber
security and systems engineering firm.
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Refining the Scholarship
Award System

Fleet Admiral Nimitz
Scholarship

By Association President Rich Galecki

A discussion began during the Philly 2018
business meeting concerning the FADM
Nimitz Scholarship and the definition of Trade
Schools for eligibility for scholarship funding.
A committee was formed to discuss this issue
and potential changes to the Association’s Bylaws.

2019

T

he 2019 recipient will be selected at the
Biloxi Reunion, 6-10 May 2019. I need some
time to prepare scoring folders for the Scholarship
Committee, so have your nominees prepare their
packages early. I would like to receive applications
no later than 27 April 2019. Contact me if you
aren't able to make this deadline and still have an
application or if you have a question. Please
include an email address and telephone number
with your applications. Winner announced at the
banquet.

No matter what we come up with, all
applicants need to be in or be accepted to a
school that is officially on the approved U.S.
Department of Education list of accrediting
organizations. This list includes organizations
that accredit trade schools as well as colleges.
It is up to an applicant to make sure that he/
she is applying to or is enrolled in an
accredited program. It is not our association's
responsibility.

The scholarship award amount is set to be
$3,000! The details for our scholarship program
can be found on our website at:

Using 4.0 as a yardstick used to be standard
but no more. Several high schools and
colleges use various scales. There will be a
problem when we look at trade school
students. If they are entering a program out of
high school there is no problem. We can use
the HS GPA. Once they are in a trade program,
their accredited school may be using a
different scale or Pass/Fail. The term of the
training may also not conform to a historic
semester/or trimester system. Some
programs only last 6-9 months but still cost
$20K or more. We open "Pandora's Box" with
the inclusion of trade programs into our
scholarship competition. However, we should
be flexible but remain fair to college and trade
school students and we will.

http://www.ussnimitzassociation.org
Any association member in “good standing” can
nominate an applicant whether or not that
applicant is a dependent child or grandchild. In
“good standing” infers “dues paying
members”. Again, all Scholarship applications to
be considered will need to be received no later
than 27 April 2019. Please send the applications
and supporting material to:

Tim Gildea
Chairman, Scholarship Committee
USS Nimitz (CVN-68) Association
6510 Matthias St
Philadelphia, PA 19128
(215) 480-2640
timothygildea@comcast.net

The Scholarship Committee Chairman should
be allowed to craft a fair, workable process
but the association will give him easy-tounderstand parameters anchored in the Bylaws. We don't want to produce a process
that’s too complicated to manage. We don't
have a system that ‘s broken and we shouldn’t
attempt break it by making it too hard.
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Reunion 2019 to be held in Biloxi, Mississippi

S

Submitted by Bill Paschall, Reunion Coordinator

hipmates, the 22nd Reunion and Nimitz
Association Business Meeting will be held in
Biloxi, MS, at the IP Hotel Casino Spa (formerly the
Imperial Palace), a AAA Four Diamond-recognized
venue. It is located on the Back Bay of Biloxi and
very near Keesler Air Force Base.

Things to do
The main entertainment venue, “Studio A”, holds
1,400 people and showcases established and
current entertainers. We hope to schedule a group
event as an option on your Registration Form.
There is much to see and do on the Southern
Mississippi Coast. There are about 20 miles of
white sandy beaches if you chose to spend a day at
the beach.

Our “Bud Scott Hospitality Room” will be on the
31st floor in a large penthouse suite. It has a builtin bar for our libations. The area will be used for
lounging, Ship's Store, and auction, etc. We've got a
room rate of about $63 plus tax (6-9 May) and a
rate of about $130 plus tax (4 May and 10-11 May).
The usual Resort Fee of about $14 per night has
been waived for our members and guests.

There are several casinos in the area in addition to
the IP Casino (a Boyd Gaming casino),.
You can also visit the Beauvoir mansion and estate,
the old Biloxi lighthouse, the Ohr-O’Keefe Museum
of Art, the Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum
and much more.

Reservations
Recommend making reservations on-line on the IP
website, www.ipbiloxi.com/groups. Members can
call the Room Reservations Department directly at
888-946-2847, press 1 for reservations, and
identify themselves with the group code S190524.
Say you are with the “USS Nimitz Association 2019
Reunion”.

We may have optional trips to interesting spots
outside the Biloxi area. There will also be an option
to participate in a night bonfire on a beach with
burgers, hot dogs, beer and wine.
We’ll have more information on the future reunion
in Biloxi in the next issue of the newsletter, the
website and emails.

Dining
The hotel has 8 restaurants catering to varied
tastes. There are fine dining restaurants, a cafe,
sports bar, lounge bar, buffet, coffee bar and pool
bar.

REUNION HQ

Parking and Transportation
There is an 8 story parking garage and it is free to
our attendees. Valet parking is free. Just tip the
attendant when you pick up your car. The Casino
Trolley comes about every 25 minutes at the front
entrance ($1.50). Makes stops at all casinos.
The hotel does not have a shuttle from the
Gulfport/Biloxi International Airport (Airport
Code: GPT). The airport is served by American,
Delta, United and Allegiant airlines with direct
flights from/to Atlanta, Charlotte, Dallas/Ft. Worth,
Houston and Orlando. UBER is the best bet
(cheapest) for transportation to and from the
airport. Only a 20-minute drive.

IP Hotel Casino Spa
850 Bayview Avenue
Biloxi, MS 39530

888-946-2847

6-10 May 2019
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Views of the Philly
Reunion, 2018
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Got to Have a Good Cup of Joe — A short history of Coffee in the Navy

V

Submitted by Ed Deats

arious forms of fuel may
power ships, but what really
keeps the U. S. Navy going is
coffee. One frequent WWII
saying said that Navy ships
operated on fuel oil and the
crews operated on coffee.

every Sailor's least favorite Navy
Secretary. Secretary of the Navy
Josephus Daniels, scandalized by
reports of drunkenness aboard
ship, issued General Order 99 in
1919 banning the serving of wine
in the wardroom and any
But did you know...that the Navy consumption of alcoholic
beverage aboard ship. SECNAV
once operated their own coffee
roasting plants? Several sources Daniels, a teetotaler, decreed that
only coffee or tea should be
and historians put the Navy in
the coffee business as far back as served. This was not a popular
order and sailors promptly
1858.
dubbed a cup of coffee as a "Cup
President Eisenhower made a
of Joe."
statement: "Sometime this year
Navy life-style
also played a
role in coffee
becoming a
mainstay for the
fleet. The long
watches into the
night required a
degree of
alertness that a
little cup of
coffee assisted in
achieving.

the Navy will close the coffeeroasting plants it started in 1858
because it was not satisfied with
the quality or cost of commercial
coffee." That was in 1955, when
President Eisenhower took heed
of advice that the Military
shouldn't be competing with
private industry. When the
military coffee plants closed in
1955, specifications had to be
written as to what coffee might
be purchased.

As with many
things in the
Navy, coffee
inspired some poetry like the
following:
When Navy coffee's thick and
black, It guards against a heart
attack. And if it's strong enough
I'm sure, It functions as a
cancer cure. But best of all, it
makes the days pass quickly in
a caffeine haze.

It was WWII that really set the
Navy wheels grinding into action.
U.S. Navy officials, motivated by
the belief that coffee was as
Some claim that the Navy's coffee important to personnel in the
drinking habit was the fault of
8

fleet as ammunition was to its
weapons systems, were
concerned early during wartime
expansion in 1942 over the
widely varying quality of the
roasted coffee being supplied to
ships and shore stations. The
solution was to open Navy fresh
coffee roasting plants on both the
East (Brooklyn) and West
(Oakland) coasts and later in
Hawaii. The coffee roasting plant
at the Naval Supply Corps Depot
Oakland, capable of roasting
13,000 pounds an hour, went on
line on 27 OCT 1942.
During the period from opening
in October 1942 to June 1948, the
Oakland Coffee Roasting Plant
packed 50-pound sacks of highquality freshly roasted coffee for
the Pacific Fleet. Coffee was also
shipped to other throughout the
Pacific, including bases in the
states. Carloads of green coffee
beans are received from South
and Central America, graded and
stored. The roasters are capable
of roasting up to 500 pounds of
beans every 15 minutes. Next, the
coffee was ground and packed 20
-pound vacuum tins or 50-pound
bags for distribution.
Despite the supply, demand
always seemed to outpace
production- making coffee a
valuable trading item. As recent
as 40 years ago, a 20-pound tin of
Navy coffee could “buy” a ship
thousands of dollars’ worth of
shipyard work.
One guiding rule that should
never be broken when managing
the coffee mess: Never wash the
coffee pot! (Or your coffee mug
for that matter).
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(Past NIMITZ Commanding Officers with
dates of command. All former NIMITZ
skippers are Association members.)
RADM Bryan W. Compton, USN (Ret.)
12 July 1972 - 21 August 1976
RADM Richard T. Gaskill, USN (Ret.)
21 August 1976 - 12 February 1979
RADM John R. Batzler, USN (Ret.)
12 February 1979 - 26 February 1982
CAPT Matt Yelland, USN (Honorary)
(Kirk Douglas) 1980
VADM Raymond P. llg, USN (Ret.)
26 February 1982 - 26 September 1984
RADM Eugene D. Conner, USN (Ret.)
26 September 1984 - 28 August 1987
VADM Brent M. Bennitt, USN (Ret.)
28 August 1987-16 September 1989
RADM Robert Williamson, USN (Ret.)
16 September 1989 - 16 April 1992
ADM John B. Nathman, USN (Ret.)
16 April 1992 – 26 August 1994
VADM Alfred G. Harms, Jr., USN (Ret.)
26 August 1994 - 8 November 1996
RADM Isaac Richardson, III, USN (Ret.)
8 November 1996 - 8 June 1999
Captain Steven F. Firks, USN (Ret.)
8 June 1999 – 17 May 2002
Captain Robert J. Gilman, USN (Ret.)
17 May 2002 - 23 November 2004
VADM Ted N. Branch, USN (Ret.)
23 November 2004 - 16 March 2007
RADM Mike Manazir, USN (Ret.)
16 March 2007—August 2009
Captain Paul Monger, USN (Ret.)
August 2009— March 2012
RDML Jeffrey S. Ruth, USN
March 2012 – July 2014
RDML John C. Ring, USN
July 2014—January 2017
Captain Kevin P. Lenox, USN
January 2017—Present
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